4    BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
Naturally, when, on top of all this, President Roosev* put a joker in his statement about a perfect state of thin regarding air transport to China, when it was actual scandalous and unprintable, the Chinese camel brol down. At least, as one Chinese, I did not think it w
funny___Further double entendre and lies about Stali
objecting to Chiang being invited to Casablanca kept IT in that stunned condition for a. month.
Then yesterday afternoon I took a walk in the uptow cross-streets, struggling with myself and striving for ligt to avoid a nervous collapse. I tried to see my own countr as Americans would see her. Also I determined to vie^ China's role across the decades. I arrived at two condu sions.
One of these conclusions, which had been slowly form ing in my mind in the last month, was that China shouk travel the road with America and England in the nexi decades as a friendly nation, under two conditions. T!K first condition is that under whatever semblance or form of World Federation may be established, China will never, judging from her present experiences during the war, be accorded true equality, because she is Asiatic. She will be deprived of an air force of her own at the time the war stops, if her Allies can help it. She will not be accorded true equality until she is like Japan, twenty years from now, when she can buid her own tanks and guns and battleships. When that time comes, there will be no need to argue about equality, such being the standards of the modern age. Meanwhile, acting with the traditional Chinese wisdom of ''pretending to be a damn fool," China will be big enough for a few more insults and humiliations. Even Japan had to stand for the s^s-for a time; the profound effect of this on Japanese psychology is deeper than westerners suspect, or can even understand. But there is the enormous patience,